151.  RHODESIA INDIANS
The reader should think about the letter from Mr. Shakur Ismail
of Rhodesia which we published last week.1 The Colonial Government
wants to enact a law similar to the one in the Transvaal. If it does,
that will be a frightful thing indeed! The Indians in Rhodesia must
offer battle. They are justified in expecting help from other quar-
ters in case they are forced to fight, and we are convinced that, if they
resort to satyagraha, they will also get help from all the Colonies [as
the Transvaal Indians did]. Let us hope that they will not have to take
that step.
However, whether or not a new law is passed, their problems
deserve some attention. Even educated persons are refused entry
[into that Colony] if they are unemployed. If they can produce evi-
dence of having found employment, the excuse is then advanced that
the employment is unsatisfactory. In the result, the Indians are
deprived of the benefits under the existing law. It is possible to fight
against this [state of affairs] by legal means. To be able to do that,
they should consult a good lawyer in Rhodesia.
Apparently, difficulties also exist as regards trading licences. It
must be borne in mind, however, that not many Indians will be able
to enter [any of the South African] Colonies in the immediate future.
Licences will not be issued freely. In the long run, however, Indians
may be able to migrate to all the Colonies and also carry on trade. How
soon this will happen will depend on Indians settled abroad. For
this purpose, it is necessary that they should remain honest and observe
sanitary and other regulations. It is also necessary that they hold up
their heads as free men and do not submit to anything which may be-
token cowardice. Translations2 of articles, which we publish [this
1 In his letter to the British Indian Association, Ismail, President of the Associ-
ation of Rhodesia Indians, appealed for help. The letter mentions the following dis-
abilities of Indians in Southern Rhodesia: (1) Although the immigration rules entitled
educated Asiatics who could give satisfactory evidence of employment to enter the
Colony, their employment was in practice held unsatisfactory; (2) no legal provision
existed to safeguard the rights of those already resident in Rhodesia or those who
wished to return after a temporary absence,   A deputation to the Administrator at
Salisbury failed to secure relief. A draft Ordinance, which was largely similar to the
Transvaal legislation and sought to restrict Asiatic immigrationj had been published in
the Gazette. Simultaneously, another Ordinance to regulate the trade of general dealers
and hawkers was published. This vested the power to grant licences in municipalities
and sanitary boards. Licences could be issued only to those holding certificates under
the Registration Ordinance.
2 Not reproduced here ..                                  ...